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 Joseph Rafael RAMOS 
 
 
I. PERSONAL:   Born 25 December 1938 in Philadelphia; US citizen by birth and 

upbringing; honorary citizen of Chile as of 2002; married, two 
daughters, fully bilingual (English as mother tongue, Spanish via 
my Puerto Rican ancestry). 

 
II. EDUCATION:   PhD in Economics (1968), Columbia University;  
     BS in electrical engineering 1960, Columbia School of 

Engineering;  
     BA Columbia College, 1959 
 
III. CURRENT POSITION: Professor (Full), Faculty of Economics and Business          

Administration, University of Chile 
 

IV.  PERSONAL DATA:  Address: c/o Facultad de Economía y  Negocios,  
      University of Chile, Diagonal Paraguay 257, 
     Santiago, Chile 
     Office 562-978-3432 
 
V.        DISTINCTIONS:  US Naval ROTC scholarship 1956-60 (Columbia) 
     International Fellows Program Fellowship 1963-65 (Columbia) 
     PhD Travel Fellowship 1965-66 (Columbia) 
     BA cum laude Columbia College, 1959 
     Engineering Honor Society (Tau Beta Pi), 1960 
     Electrical Engineering Honor Society (Eta Kappa Un), 1960. 
 
VI.      PROFESSIONAL AWARDS: Member of the Editorial Board of Trimestre Económico (Fondo 

de Cultura Económica, Mexico). 
     Member (former) of the Editorial Board of Cuadernos de 

Economía (Catholic University of Chile). 
     Member (former) of the Board of the Universidad Alberto 

Hurtado 
     Member (former) of the Monetary Policy Group (a sort of 

"shadow" Central Bank of Chile). 
 
VII. ACADEMIC ACTIVITY outside of CHILE 

Guest Scholar, Kellogg Institute of international Development, 
University of Notre Dame. First semester 2007 

     Semester sabattical at Georgetwon University, first semester 2001 
Professor of Macroeconomics in the University of Carleton’s 
Master’s Program in University of Havana, 1997-1999 
Professor of Latin American Economic Development in the 
Master’s Program of the Complutense University, Madrid, 1996 
and 1997 
Sabbatical at the Department of Economics of MIT, first semester 
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of 1998 
Visiting Researcher, Kellogg Institute, University of Notre Dame, 
January-February of 1985 
Visiting Researcher, World Bank, January-May 1980 
Visting Scholar, Queen Elizabeth house, Oxford, October-
December 1976 
 

VIII. PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: 
 
 July 2006- present 
 Professor, School of Economics and Business Administration, University of Chile 
  
 Nov. 2002 –July 2006 
 Dean, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, University of Chile 
 
 1999- 2002  
 Full Professor, full time, Dept. of Economics, University of Chile. 
  
 1992-1998 

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Director, 
Division of Production, Productivity and Management, in charge of research and consulting to Latin 
American governments on issues pertaining to restructuring and modernization 

   
 1990-92 
 Principal Economic Advisor to Chile's Labor Minister on loan from ECLAC advising on the first  
 Labor code ever to be approved in Chile by a democratic government. 
 
 1982-1990 

Deputy Director of ECLAC's Economic Development Division, conducting research analysis and 
consulting missions in the region on macroeconomic and distributive issues. 

 Professor of Economics (part time) in ILADES. 
     
 1972-1981 
 Senior Economist at the ILO's Regional Employment Programme for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (PREALC), working on regional advisory missions to some 15 countries of the region on 
policy issues pertaining to employment, wages, income distribution and anti-inflationary and 
adjustment programmes. In this role I drafted over two dozen major policy position papers for 
counterparts at cabinet and undersecretary levels in the Ministries of Finance, Economics, Planning, 
Labor and at Central Banks. 

 Professor of Economics (part time), University of Chile     
 
 1971  
 Research Analyst at the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) on science and 

technology policy. 
 Professor of Economics (part time), Dept. of Economics, University of Chile 
 Professor of Economics (part time), Dept. of Economics, Catholic University of Chile 
  
 1968-1970  
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 Ford Foundation Visiting Professor to the University of Chile's Economics Department (full time). 
 
 1967 
 Instructor of International Trade at Columbia University, New York (part time) 
 
 1960-1963 

   Officer/engineer in the US Navy's Seabees doing military construction projects in Spain, the USA 
and the Antarctic  

 
IX.       SERVICE  ACTIVITIES 
 

Member of the Fulbright Commission Chile 
 
Director, Fundación Educacional Minera Escondida 
 
Director, Fundación Educacional Barnechea 
 
Director, Fundación Solidaria Trabajo para un Hermano (1987-2002).  
 
Director of the Centro de Estudios Laborales Alberto Hurtado (CELAH), 1988-89. 
 
Professor of Philosophy in a night school in Pudahuel for adults (Colegio San Luis Beltrán) trying 
to acquire a high school education 1999 and 2000). 
 
Member of the Christian life Community movement (CVX) from 1982 to the present, and adviser 
to one of the mini-communities of young couples from 1995 to the present. 
 

X. PUBLICATIONS 
 
 1. Books (in chronological order) 
 
   Labor and Development in Latin America (Columbia University Press, 1970). 

(Spanish version published in 1974 in Buenos Aires by Marymar) Press, entitled 
Economía y Trabajo en América Latina). 

 
   Ciencia, Tecnología y Desarrollo en los Países del Pacto Andino (co-author, 

CINDA, Chile, 1973). 
 
   External Debt in Latin America: Adjustment Policies and Renegotiation (co-

author, Lynne Rienner Publisher, Colorado, 1985). 
 
   Neo Conservative Economics in the Southern Cone of Latin America 1973-1983 

(Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986). (Spanish version published by Fondo de 
Cultura Económica, México, 1989, entitled Política Económica Neoliberal en 
Países del Cono Sur de América Latina, 1974-1983). 

 
   Más Allá de la Economía, Más Acá de la Utopía (Beyond Economics, but this Side 

of Utopia) published by CIEPLAN, Chile in 1991. 



 
 
 4 

 
   Coordinator and principal author of ECLAC's, Equidad y Transformación 

Productiva:  Un Enfoque Integrado (Santiago, 1992). 
 
   Políticas de empleo e institucionalidad laboral para el siglo XXI (Employment 

policies and labor market instituions for the 21st Century) (editor) (Editorial 
Universitaria, Santiago, 2003) 

 
 
 
 2. Monographs(in chronological order) 

 
Políticas de Remuneraciones en Inflaciones Persistentes:  el caso chileno, (Institute 
of Economics, University of Chile, 1970). 

 
  Tres Ensayos sobre Desocupación, Monograph Nº 128, University of Chile, 1971. 

 
A Qualitative Study of the Role of the Engineer in Chile, monograph published by 
FLACSO (Santiago, Chile), 1972. 

 
   Empleo y Productividad en Obras Públicas, published jointhly by the Chilean 

Ministry of Public Works and the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Santiago, 1972. 

 
  Creación de Empleos y Absorción del Desempleo en Chile, monograph (co-

author)(ILO, Geneva 1972). 
  
La ampliación de turnos en la industria chilena: La factibilidad de una política de 
empleo productivo (Center for Latin American Studies, Boston university, 
Discussion Paper Series No. 12, april 1975, 63 ps. 
 
Estabilización y Liberalización Económica en el Cono Sur (Estudios e Informes de 
CEPAL, 1984). 
 
¿Qué le pasa al jaguar? (coordinator) 28th Taller de Coyuntura (Dept. of 
Economics, University of Chile, November ,2000) 
 
Una Nueva Agenda de Políticas de Empleo (coauthor), Dept. of Economics, 
University of Chile, December 2001. 

 
 
 
 3. Articles and chapters of books (arranged by issues and in chronological order from the present 

on backwards). 
 
 

(a)  Development 
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“La Macro ha andado bien, pero ¿la micro? ¿Cómo le ha ido a la gente?” (The 
macroeconomy is doing fine, but how about the micro? How have people been 
faring?”) Estudios Públicos verano 2004 No. 93 
 
“ El Tratado de Libre Comercio entre Chile y los Estados Unidos: un hito en el 
comercio international” (the Free Trade Agreement between Chile and the United 
States: a milestone in international trade” , Estudios Internacionales april-june 
2003 (co-author) 
 
" The Impact of Licenses on a "Late-Starter LDC: Chile in the 1990s" (co-author), 
World Development August 2002 
 
"Complejos productivos en torno a los recursos naturales: ¿una estrategia 
prometedora? in Martine Dirven (compilator), Apertura económica y (des) 
encadenamientos productivos  (ECLAC, Santiago, 2001) 
 
"Policy directions for the New Economic model in Latin America" World 
Development, September 2000. 
 
"Hacia una segunda generación de reformas: Políticas de competitividad en 
economías abiertas", Trimestre Económico, No. 265, enero-marzo 2000. 
 
"Neo-liberal structural reforms in Latin America: the current situation" in Singer, 
Hatti and Tandon (eds.) Growth and Reforms in Latin America (New World Orden 
Series #18, BRPC, New Delhi, 2000). 
 
"¿Hacia donde va la segunda generación de reformas en América Latina" Umbrales 
(Revista del Postgrado en Ciencias del Desarrollo de la Universidad Mayor de San 
Andrés, La Paz, Bolivia) No. 5, June 1999 
 
"Una estrategia de desarrollo a partir de complejos productivos en torno a los 
recursos naturales" CEPAL Review, No. 66, December 1998. 
 
"Políticas de desarrollo productivo en economías abiertas" in Wilson Peres 
(compilator) Políticas de competitividad industrial: América Latina y el Caribe en 
los años noventa (Siglo XXI, Mexico, 1997). 
 
“Apertura y Competitividad”en René Cortázar y Joaquín Vial (eds), Construyendo 
Opciones:  Propuestas Económicas y Sociales para el Cambio de Siglo (CIEPLAN, 
Santiago, 1998). 
 

    “Somos todos Neoliberales Hoy?:  Un Balance de las Reformas Estructurales  
   Neoliberales en América Latina”, Revista de la CEPAL, agosto de 1997. 

 
"El neoliberalismo en América Latina", América Latina No. 1, Moscow, 1996.  
 
"El desafío de la competitividad: cuatro tesis y una propuesta", Políticas 
industriales y desarrollo tecnológico en América Latina y el Caribe, Capítulos del 
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SELA, No. 41, octubre-diciembre 1994. 
 
"Growth, Crisis and Strategic Reversal in Latin America", CEPAL Review Nº 50, 
August 1993. 
 
"Toward a Neostructuralist Synthesis" (co-author) in O. Sunkel, ed., Development 
from Within: Toward a Neostructuralist Approach for Latin America (Lynne 
Rienner, 1993); the Spanish version of the book in which this is a chapter was 
published in 1991 by Fondo de Cultura Económica of Mexico. 
 
"Reformas Económicas en América Latina: Lecciones para Europa Oriental" in 
Pensamiento Iberoamericano Nos. 22-23, July 1992-June 1993.. 
 
"El Cuestionamiento de la Estrategia de Desarrollo y el Papel del Estado a la Luz 
de la Crisis", Cuadernos de Economía (Catholic University of Chile, December 
1989). 
    
"Auge y Caída de los Mercados de Capital en Chile, 1975-1983" in F. Morandé 
and K. Schmidt-Hebbel eds. Del Auge a la Crisis de 1982 (ILADES, Santiago, 
Chile, 1988). 
 
"The Rise and Fall of Capital Markets in the Southern Cone" in M. Urrutia ed. 
Financial Liberalization and the Internal Structure of Capital Markets in Asia and 
Latin America (United Nations University, Tokyo, 1988). 
 
"Planning and Markets in the Next 10 Years in Latin America", CEPAL Review 
Nº 31, April 1987. 
 
"Segmentación del Mercado de Capital y Empleo", Trimestre Económico 
(México), April-June 1984. 
 
"Technology, Price Discrimination and an Advantage of Being Poor", Cuadernos 
de Economía (Catholic University of Chile), April 1977. 
 
"Increasing the Number of Shifts in Chilean Industry", Boston University 
Discussion Paper Series Nº 12, April 1975. 
 
  

 (b) Macroeconomics (Stabilization and Adjustment) 
 
“La economía chilena actual: adiós al milagro, bienvenido al blindaje” (The 
current situation of the Chilean economy: good bye to the miracle, hello to the 
armor plating” Revista Economía y Administración (FEN, University of Chile), 
No. 155, may/july 2008 
 
¿Qué le pasa al jaguar? (coordinator) 28th Taller de Coyuntura (Dept. of 
Economics, University of Chile, November ,2000) 
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"Macroeconomic Equilibria and Development" in O. Sunkel (ed.) Development 
from Within op.cit. (1993). 
 
"Restauración y Conservación de los Equilibrios Macroeconómicos Básicos" (co-
author) Trimestre Económico. January-March 1991. 
 
"Neo-Keynesian macroeconomics as seen from the South", CEPAL Review, Nº 38, 
August 1989. 
 
"Inflation and Stabilization in Bolivia.  A comment". in M. Bruno, G. Di Tella, R. 
Dornbusch and S. Fisher, Inflation Stabilization:  The Experience of Israel, 
Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia and Mexico (MIT Press, Cambridge, Massachussetts, 
1988). 
 
"The Adjustment Process in Latin America, 1981-1986" (co-author) in V.Corbo, 
M. Godstein and M. Khan (eds), Growth Oriented Adjustment Programs (IMF and 
World Bank, Washington, D.C., 1987). 
 
"Capital Flight in Chile" (co-author) in D. Lessard and J. Williamson Capital Flight 
and Third World Debt (Institute for International Economics, Washington DC 
1987). 
 
"Políticas de Estabilización" en R. Cortazar ed. Políticas Macroeconómicas: Una 
Perspectiva Latinoamericana (CIEPLAN, Santiago, 1986). 
 
"Stabilization and Adjustment in the Southern Cone 1975-1983", CEPAL Review 
Nº 25, April 1985. 
 
"The Economics of Hyperstagflation", Journal of Development Economics, 
December 1980. 
 
"Inflación Persistente, Inflación Reprimida e Hiperstanflación", Cuadernos de 
Economía (Catholic University of Chile, December 1977) and reprinted in 
Desarrollo Económico (CEDES, Argentina, April-June 1978). 
 
 

 
 (c) Employment, Wage Policy and Income Distribution 

“Trade unions in the “South” in the era of globalization” CEPAL Review No. 100, 
April 2010. 
“El Seguro de Desempleo” (Chile’s Unemployment Insurance), co-author, in 
Larrañaga and Contreras (eds.), Las nuevas políticas de protección social en Chile 
(Uqbar Editores, Santiago, 2010). 
 
“En torno al salario ético” (Concerning the Just Wage), Revista Econom´ka y 
Administración (FEN, University of Chile), No. 156, october/november 2008. 
 
“Los vulnerables” (the vulnerable) en INE, Cómo ha cambiado la vida de los 
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chilenos ((INE, Santiago, 2004) 
 
"Una Nueva  Agenda de Políticas de Empleo" (coauthor) Economía y 
Administración, December/January 2002. 

 
"Políticas de Empleo: una agenda de acción" en Aedo, Bergoeing, Mena, Saavedra 
and Soto (eds.) Desafios para Chile en el Siglo XXI (Universidad Alberto Hurtado, 
1999). 

 
"Poverty and inequality in Latin America: A neostructural perspective", Journal of 
Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, forthcoming, 1996. 

 
"Can growth and equity go hand in hand?", CEPAL Review, No. 56 (LC/G.1874-
P), August 1995. 

    
"Employment, Human Resources and Competitiveness", a chapter in a book of the 
OECD-IDRC-ECLAC entitled Integrating Competitiveness, Sustainability and 
Social Development, (in press, 1994). 

 
"El Problema del Empleo:  Enfoques Ortodoxos y Estructurales", Cuadernos de 
Economía (Catholic University of Chile), August, 1993. 

 
"Negociación Social y Ajuste del Mercado de Trabajo, Revista Laboral Chilena, 
April 1993. 

 
"Urbanization and the Labour Market", CEPAL Review Nº 24, December 1984. 

 
"Logros, Límites y Potencialidades de las Políticas Sociales" in CEPAL-ILPES-
UNICEF, Desarrollo Social en los 80's (Santiago, 1984). 

 
"Segmentación del Mercado de Capital y Empleo", Trimestre Económico 
(México), April-June 1984. 

 
"Inversión en Capital Humano y la Oferta de Trabajo", Cuadernos de Economía 
(Catholic University of Chile), August 1983. 

 
"Pobreza y el Funcionamiento del Mercado de Trabajo", in ECLAC's ¿Se Puede 
Superar la Pobreza? Realidad y Perspectivas en América Latina (Santiago, 1980). 

 
"Training of Marginal Groups of the Economy" (co-author), International Labor 
Review, September-October 1978. 

 
"A comment on Military Government and Real Wages in Chile", Latin American 
Research Review, Vol. 12, Nº 1, 1977. 

 
"Measures of Urban Underemployment:  The Results of three Experimental 
Surveys" (co-author), International Labor Review, January-February 1976. 
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"El Costo Social:  Hechos e Interpretaciones", Estudios de Economía, Universidad 
de Chile, 2nd. semester, 1975. 

 
"A Heterodoxical Interpretation of the Employment Problem in Latin America", 
World Development (Oxford), July 1975, Spanish version published in Trimestre 
Económico (México), March 1975. 

 
"Inmovilidad en el Mercado de Capital y la Distribución del Ingreso", Cuadernos 
de Economía (Catholic University of Chile), April 1971. 

 
 
 (d) Ideological Articles 

“El quiebre del consenso social” (the fracturing of the social consensus) Mensaje 
December 2011. 
 
“Economía y ética” (Economics and ethics), Estudios Públicos No. 116, spring 
2009 
 
“La economía: fuerza para el bien y la felicidad” (Economics: a possible force for 
the good and for fulfillment ) en Adriana Campos y Eduardo Rosselot (eds.) 
Valores de hoy, Sentido y Experiencias (Universidad de Chile, Santiago, 2005) 
 
"Distribución del ingreso y bienestar", Mensaje, June 2002 

   
“El Capitalismo será una Amenaza al Liberalismo?” MENSAJE, Santiago, 
September, 1997. 

 
"La Tercera via de Desarrollo Hoy:  ¿Conjunto Vacío, Sueño Nostálgico o Desafío 
aún Vigente?", Estudios Sociales (CPU, Chile), Nº 66, 1990. 

 
"Democracy and Property", Working Paper #46, Kellogg Institute, University of 
Notre Dame, November 1985. 
 
"El Liberalismo de Hayek", Estudios Sociales (CPU, Chile), Nº 33, 1982. 
   
"Dependency and Development: An Attempt to Clarify the Issues" in Michael 
Novak, Liberation South, Liberation North (American Enterprise Institute, 
Washington, D.C.), 1981. 
 
"On the Prospects of Social Market Democracy —or Democratic Capitalism— in 
Latin America" in Michael Novak, op.cit. 
 
"Latin America: The End of Democratic Reformism?" in Michael Novak, op.cit. 
 
"Reflections on Gustavo Gutiérrez's Theology of Liberation" in Michael Novak 
op.cit. 
 
"Una Interpretación Económica del Rol de las Organizaciones Intermedias y del 
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Principio de la Subsidiariedad", Mensaje (Santiago, Chile), December 1966. 
 

 
 
X. REFERENCES 
- Andrés Bianchi, former Chilean Ambassador to the US; former President, Central Bank of Chile, 1990-

92 and former Adjunct Executive Secretary, ECLAC. 
- René Cortázar, former Secretary of Labor and former Secretary of Transportation of Chile. 
- Cristián Eyzaguirre, businessman, former General Manager of BICE 
- Arnold Harberger, Professor of Economics, UCLA. 
- Enrique Iglesias, former President of the Interamerican Development Bank (IDB) and former Executive 

Secretary, ECLAC. 
- Carlos Massad, former President, Central Bank of Chile. 
- Luis Riveros, former Rector, University of Chile 


